[Pressure of the anal canal in patients with hemorrhoids or with anal fissure. Effect of the topical application of an anesthetic gel].
The pressure measurements and clinical sensation of 11 patients with hemorrhoids and 8 patients with posterior and fissure were analyzed before and after the topical administration of an anesthetic gel containing tetracaine in the anal canal. A significant increase of the maximal basal pressure (p less than 0.01) was observed in comparison with a control group of the same age and sex. No differences in the maximal pressure of voluntary contractions. The anesthetic gel produced a significant decrease of the maximal basal pressure in subjects with hemorrhoids, as well as a lessening of pain in 37% of patients with anal fissure and in 55% of those with hemorrhoids. This symptomatic improvement was not correlated with changes in pressure. Therefore we conclude that the hypertonicity of the anal canal is not secondary to pain and must be evaluated as a disturbance related to the subjacent lesion.